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such a question as the Laureateship and King
Edward's aloofness from poetry and from *c some
of the chief poetic reputations of the day " will be
seen from this extract from an evening newspaper,1
headed " The Laureateship. An Extraordinary
Error " :
Although a vast deal of nonsense is published
nowadays as literary criticism or appreciation,
one does expect accuracy in these matters in the
more reputable and serious journals. Yet in
to-day's (Thursday's) issue of so weighty an
organ as the " Times Literary Supplement," in
an article on " The Laureateship," I find the
following paragraph and quotation:
"The Laureateship was not effectually raised
above the dust of faction and party until 1843,
when it was conferred by acclamation upon
William Wordsworth, who took the bays, as he
said, with palpitating hand and bound them upon
his locks of snow. He inscribed a sonnet upon
the occasion, marked by that strange inversion
of modesty which repelled Hazlitt and at times
staggered Lamb:
There shall ye bide, till he who follows next,
Of whom. I cannot even guess the name,
Shall by Court favour or some vain pretext
Of fancied merit, desecrate the same^
And think, perchance, he wears them quite as well
As the sole Bard who sang of Peter BelL"
Will it be believed that a serious writer in a
serious paper could have gravely made the amazing
error of attributing to Wordsworth Mmsdf the
* The " Globe," Jiina 6,1913.